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Abstract

The Reasons for Attrition of the adult students

participating in Vocational Education and Training

Bae, Kyung-Suk
Department of Human Resources Development
Graduate School

Korea University of Technology and Education

Advisor ; Prof. Kim , Bong-Whan

Modern society is called as knowledge-based economic society or
life-time learning era.

Therefore, in this society, we need continuous learning throughout
our life time, not only in our childhood or adolescence. Because we
spend most of time as an adult, not rather than a kid, and also
participate in several forms of learning activities during the life. So,
life-time learning is essenttal in this kind of modern life.

With this emphasis on life-time education, we try to find the
meaningful reasons why adult students, participating in vocational
education and training with high expectation, quit their learning on

the way without fully accomplished their original goal. And, from its
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result, we can get useful data for vocational education program
researchers for better study in their work.

First of all, by advance study of attrition between general education
and adult education field, we can find pertinent variables influencing
on attrition, explaining sufficiently the attrition in vacational education
and training as well.

In this research, we divide the related variables into two groups,
as learner’s variable and educational organization variable. And these
two variables divide into each 6 categories again as learner’s
characteristic variable, learner’s inner variable, learner’s environmental
variable, education curriculum and contents variable, educational
environment variable, and learner’s personal relation variable. At the
same time, these 6 variables have 14 sub-variables.

This research is based on the result of opinionnaire of ‘160 adult
learners (80 in completion, 80 in attrition) participating the
unemployment program of 5 vocational education and training
organizations (J, K, P, H, Y), from January, 2002 to June, 2003 (first
input day basis). Also, used two different ways for its analysis with
SPSS Win 10.0 (statistic package program for social science) in data
processing.

At first, according te the learner’s variable and educational
organization variable, this research carried out independent sampling
T-test to analyze the average difference between completion group
and attrition group.

In second, practiced stepwise discriminant analysis for classification
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of two groups in which they are influenced by what kind of
variables and to what extent.

Belows are the result.

First, the independent sampling T-test result shows that analyzing
the average difference in following each variables has a meaningful
correlation between the two groups; family reasons for continuous
learning, competence for education, psychological satisfaction in
education result, coincidence in between learner’s expectation and
practical contents, social intimacy between coworkers and teachers,
and participation in extracurricular activities.

Second, in classification of two groups, we can get following
variables by using standard discriminant coefficient to analyze the
magnitude of relative influence on two groups; family reasons for
continuous learning(0.696), participation in extracurricular activities
(0.530), difficulties in education curriculum(-0.331), coincidence in
between learner’s expectation and practical contents(0.301), and

psychological satisfaction in education result(0.278).
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